Contests and Courses in Linguistics for Secondary School Students
Since 1982 members of the research staff of the Department of Mathematical Linguistics have been involved in the organisation of a variety of extracurricular activities in linguistics for secondary school students, with the support of the Union of Bulgarian Mathematicians and the Ministry of Education of Bulgaria and the occasional participation of instructors from other departments of the Institute and from institutions of secondary and higher education.  These activities comprise as follows:

· lectures and mini-courses at secondary schools in various cities, focussing on the fundamentals of linguistic theory and linguistic typology, as well as ways, methods and techniques for solving self-contained linguistic problems;

· seminars and workshops in theoretical, mathematical and computational linguistics, including lectures in a wide variety of topics from linguistics and related fields and practical sessions in problem solving;

· contests in linguistics, including a national competition held within the annual Winter Mathematics Contests as well as an olympiad organised in three successive rounds (municipal, regional and national) since 2003;

· guest participation of Bulgarian contestants at the Traditional Olympiad in Linguistics and Mathematics in Moscow and St Petersburg, Russia;
· the International Olympiad in Theoretical, Mathematical and Applied Linguistics, held for the first time in September 2003 in Borovetz, Bulgaria, and partly modelled on the national round of the Bulgarian linguistic olympiad.

The principal person in charge of this is Dr Ivan Derzhanski, Chair of the Committee for the Organisation of the Olympiad and the National Contest in Mathematical Linguistics at the Ministry of Education of Bulgaria, member of the Programme Committee and the Outreach Committee of the North American Computational Linguistics Olympiad and of the Organising Committee, the Problem Committee and the Jury of the International Olympiad in Linguistics.  He has also delivered lectures in linguistics on numerous occasions to secondary school students from Moscow and St Petersburg, as well as international audiences.

Bulgarian contestants have performed very successfully at the International Olympiad in Linguistics, winning 8 of the 19 gold and 10 of the 31 silver medals awarded at the six instalments of this event to date.

After graduating from secondary school, award holders from the national contests in Bulgaria and the International Olympiad continue their studies at renowned universities in this country, France, Germany, the Netherlands, the UK and the US.  Many of them take part in the extracurricular activities in linguistics as lecturers and coaches, members of problem committees, jury members at linguistic contests, beta-testers and authors of linguistic problems.

