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THE ROCK-CUT CAULDRONS AND THE MAGICAL RITUALS OF IMMORTALIZATION
IN ANCIENT THRACE
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Abstract: The article examines two groups of rock-cut cauldrons from megalithic
sanctuaries in Ancient Thrace. One was intended for collecting sacred celestial water. It was
sent by the God of the Storm and was used for the ritual transformation of a mortal into an
immortal mythological character. The transformation was carried out through a ritual bath. The
second group of rock-cut cauldrons are sharapans — they were used for the extraction of sacred
wine, carried out by the contact of the divine drink with the sacralized rocks in the megalithic
sanctuaries.
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CKA/THO-U3CEYEHUTE KOT/IU U MATUYECKUTE PUTYA/TU NO
OBE3CMbPTABAHETO B IPEBHA TPAKUA

BbBEAEHUE

CKa/IHO-U3CeYeHMTEe KOT/IM Ca YeCcTo CpeLlaH eNleMeHT OT MerajnTHUTe CBeTUANLLA B
OpeBHa Tpakua. Cpewat ce B uenns 0anKaHO-aHATONMMCKU pernoH. Hali-yecto ca
onpeAenAHn KaTo LWapanaHM — KAMEeHHU CbaoBe 3a A06MB Ha BUHO. [TOHAKOra rm oTKpMBame
MbJHU C AbXKA0BHA BOAA, KOATO B OTAE/NHU C/ly4am ce M3NoA3Ba 33 TPAAULMOHHO HAapoAHO
NeKkyBaHe. ToBa Me Kapa [a MUCASA, Ye YacT OT CKa/IHO-U3CeYEHUTE CbA0BE, MPOU3XOXKAALLN
OT TPAKUIMCKM MErafMTHU CBETUAMLLA MMAT NoBeye OT eaHa GYHKUMA.

U3NOKEHUE

Cpea u3cnenBaHMTe NaMETHULM CNELMANHO BHUMAHKUE 3aC/y»KaBa CKa/JIHUAT KOoTen oT
MeranmMTHoTo ceetTunmue ,MpaauueTto”, kpan c. lonHo ApsHoso, Noueaenyescko (dur. 1), B
KOMTO YaK [0 HalKn AHWU ce oCblLyecTBABa 0bpeaHO KbnaHe ¢ BoAa, duHan BbB PoNKNOpPHMUA
neyebeH puTyan No marnyecko npeobpasnaBaHe oT boneH B 34paB YoBeK. Putyan, HacnheaeH
OT APEBHMA TPAKUICKN 0bpen no obescmbpTaABaHeTo [1]. ToBa 0bpeaHO KbnaHe Hamupa
0o6bp napanen B aHanornyeH pgpeseH obpes No puTyanHa WMHULMALMA, MarMyecko
npeobpasaBaHe, N306paseH, Hanpumep, BbpPXy CTeHUTE Ha cpebbpHUs KoTen oT MNyHaecTpyn
[2]. AHanornMyHa KapTuUHa MO Marnyecko npeobpassdBaHe 4ypes3 noTansHe, CBapsiBaHe, OT
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aHTUYHaATa MUTOJIOTUA, OTKPMBAME B MUTA 3a 3/1aTHOTO PYHO, KbAETO pULaTa U MarboCHULA
Mepes ycnasa [a Cb¥X1BM MbPTHB OBEH U Aa nogmnaam bawaTa Ha A3oH? [3, p. 87].

CKanHuat Koten ot ,,lpaanwieto” ganey He e e AUHCTBEHUAT OT TO3M TMM KaTO CaKpasiHO
CbOPbKEHMNE B APEBHOTPAKUINCKUTE CKaJIHU cBeTUAMLWA. HanbAHO aHaNOrMYHKN ca CKaNHUTe
»,Ka3aHW", yacT OT caKpanusmpaHaTa TEPUTOPUA Ha MeranamTHoTo cBetTunuue ,Ctparkute”,
Pa3noN0XKeHOo Ha AecHMA b6pAr Ha peka MaTaH gepe B 3anagHute Pogonu. M TyK no nogobue
Ha ,,[pPaaunLLEeTO”, CKaNHUTE KOTAM Ca U3CEYEHU Ha ABHOTO HAa MaNbK MOTOK U Ce MbAHAT OT
BogaTa My. Hag TAX CKanaTta e cakpanusmpaHa n MapKMpaHa C MHOXECTBO CKa/HO-U3CEYEHM
XKEePTBEHULM.

Cbc cakpanmsnpaHaTta BoAa M y4acTUETO M B Ky/Ta No npeobpassBaHETO ce CBbP3Ba U
CKa/ZIHO M3CEYEeHUA KOTeNn OT MerainuTtHoTo ceetunuwe benmutaw B Pogonute (dur. 2). Tyk
obaye, BEpoATHO MMame paboTa CbC CMMBO/IMKAaTa Ha HebecHaTa BOAa, NpaliaHa OT HebeTo
ot bora Ha bypsATa. B uHaoeBponeckata MMTONOIMA TA Ce CBbP3Ba CbC CEMEHHATa TEYHOCT Ha
Bora Ha bypsTa, KOATO on/sioXAa 3emaATta U ocurypasa naogopoameto [4], [5].

3a cbbupaHe Ha HebecHa BOAa, BEPOATHO € C/AYMKEN U CKANHO-U3CeYEHUAT KoTen oT
BbpXa Ha CKasHaTa rbba B meraantHoto ceetunmue Canbvkos 6yK (dur. 3). Ye TeuHocTTa OT
HEero e W3No/3BaHa B KY/ATOBO-0OpeAHMTE MPaKTMKM NO Npeobpas3sBaHETO Ha MMUCTa,
cBuaeTencrsa Ab/IOOKUAT CKaNIHO U3CeYeH KaHas, KOWUTO ,M3TUYa” oT KoTena Ha U3TOK U ce
M3NMBa Haj, U3TOYHMA OTBOP Ha CKasiHaTa apKa TyK. Taka cakpasiHaTa Te4yHocT, cbbupaHa B
KoTena, buna M3non3saHa 3a Bb3/IMAHUA OTFOPe MU NO-CKOPO 3a obpeaHa 6baHs B puTyana no
06e3cMbpTABAHETO, BEPOATHO B AEHA Ha NATHOTO CAbHuUecToeHe. TyK e MACTOTO Aa
NPUNOMHSA, Ye MUTONOTMYHATa NPeaCcTaBa 3a CaKpaHOCTTa Ha HebecHaTa BOAa KaTo eyebHo
cpeacTBo Ha EHbOBAEH e CbXpaHeHa 0 MHOIO KbCHO B 6b/arapckaTa HapoaHa KynTtypa [6].

CneunanHo cnegpa fa ce nocoyun U dopmaTa Ha CKanaTta, B KOATO € U3CEeYEH KOTEeNbT —
OrpomHaTa KameHHa rbba, Hamupalwa ce B no3muuaTa ,rope”, B He6eCHOTO NPOCTPaAHCTBO.
[bbaTa, OT KOATO HaBApPHO ce AobuBana cBelleHaTa HanNUTKa coma, ocurypsBealla cunata u
6e3cMbpPTMETO Ha MHAOeBponenckmuTe borose [7].

OTHOBO 3a cbbMpaHe Ha cBelleHaTa HebecHa Boga e CAyXKen, cnopes MeH U CKaNHUAT
KOTen OoT MeraanuTHoTo ceetTunuwe Ann Anan B 3anagHute Pogonu (®ur. 4). OTHOCUMTENHO
MaZKMAT MYy pasmep M Kpbriata my popma C eguMH M3LaTbK — KbCa APbXKKA, Me Kapa ga
npeanosiaram olle efgHa Bb3MOXKHa PYHKLUMA Ha TO3U KaMeHEH CbA, KaKTo U Ha OCTaHanuTe
n3cneaBaHU CKa/HW KOTAW, Cbbupawm abxaosHa Boga. Cayuau ca KaTo orneaano.
OrnepanoTo, B cakpasHaTa TEPUTOPUA Ha CBETUAMLLATA Ce[Ba Aa Ce Th/IKYyBa KaTo Marnm4yecku
npeameT 3a HafHMKBaHe, 33 BMXKAaHE B OTBbAHMA CBAT, 3apaAn ApeBHATa MUTOJIOTMYHA
npeacTasa, Ye orneganHaTa NOBbPXHOCT e rpaHMLaTa MeXay To3M M oTBbAHMA CBAT [2]. B ToBa
OTHOWweHMe, [laB3aHWM HW paBa LUEHHA MHPOPMALMA 3@ MarnMyeckm npPaKTUKKY,
OCbLLECTBABAHM C NOMOLLTa Ha Or/1e/laNo B Cakpaau3npaH BOAOM3ITOYHMK OT [pesHa Enana?
(8, p. 144].

Hannumeto B cbCceacTBO A0 CKa/JIHMA KOTEN Ha MOHYMEHTasiHa CKaJiHa apkKa,
OpMEeHTUpaHa MNo MepuanaHa - ceBep-tor - npegnosiara U Tyk obpeaHO npoBuMpaHe B
APEBHOCTTa, aHa/IorTMYHO Ha TOBa, Hanpumep, OT CKaaHoTo cBeTuauwe , CKpubuHa” B

! Paus. VIII. 11,2
2 Paus. VII1.21.11-13
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3anagHuTe Pogonu [1], npu KOeTo e Bb3MOXHO KOTENBT A3 € CAYXHKEN TYK KaTo M3TOYHMK Ha
cBelleHa HebecHa Boja 3a obpeaHaTta 6aHs npu obpeaa Nno o6e3cMmbpTABAHETO.

3a cbbupaHe Ha HebecHa BOAa WAM KATO LLEHTpPaneH XKepTBEHWK, Hal-BEPOATHO e
CNYXeNn U rofIeMus CKasHO-U3CeYeH KOoTen OT MeraauTHoTo ceetunuue ,Kotaute” (dur. 5),
pa3nonoXeHOo BUCOKO, B M3ABEHA CKa/Ha cpeaa, ceBepHo oT rpag Aitoc [1].

3a MeH e 0cobeHO noKasaTeNeH OFPOMHMUAT CKaneH KOTes, MapKUpaH B YeTupute
CTPaHWU C YETMPU MO-MaNKN CKA/IHO-U3CEYEHU KOTAWN/KEPTBEHULM OT CKa/NHOTO CBETUAULLE
Tanum Taw (BOMHUWKM KambK, Ben. aBT.), pasanonoxeHo BMCOKO B CEBEPHWUA CKNOH Ha
KoTneHckua npoxogp, (Pur. 6). 3a Hero HapoAHaTa nereHaa pa3KkasBsa, Ye B TO3M KOTe HAKOora
6un KbnaH CcynTaHbT. BepoATHO Mmame pabota OTHOBO C (GONKNOPHO CBUAETENCTBO,
npeacTaBAWO pPUTyanHOTO npeobpas3dABaHe Ha BnageTens. 3a TakKoBa MarmMyecko
npeobpasaBaHe Ha LapA B KOTeN HaydaBame M OT B6barapckaTta HapoAHa NpUKaska 3a [AyHsA
Mosen, npousxoxgawa ot MakegoHua [9, pp. 45-53], KOATO TBbPAE MHOrO HaMoOMHS
obpeaHUTe NpeobpasnBaHMA B KOTEN, KOUTO MarbocHULaTa Meaes M3BbPLLUBA, Copes MUTA
3a 3naTHOTO pyHO. BepoAaTHO ce Kacae 3a efHa OT MHOro6poMiHUTE 6BArAPCKM HAPOAHM
NPUKasKK OT torosanagHute npeaenn Ha 6barapckata eTHMYecKa Teputopus, 3a Komto MeaH
BeHeanKoB ¢ OCHOBaHMeE cYnTa, Ye ca GONKNOPU3MPaH BapUaHT Ha peanua aHTUYHU MUTOBE
[10].

Bb3MOKHO € M rofIAMOTO CKa/lHO M3CEYEHO KOPUTO OT U3TOYHMA b6pAar Ha [MonoBoTo
€3epo ga e Mano GyHKLMUTE Ha MarMyeckn Kotesn, MAcTo 3a obpegHa 6aHA CbC CBeleHaTa
HebecHa Boga oT [lonoBOTO e3epo, CAyXewa 3a Marnyecko npeobpassasaHe [11].
CaKpanmsmpaHoTo B gpeBHOCTTa [1oNOBO e3epo, KOETO TO/AIKOBA MHOrO HanoOMHA 3a
CBeLLEHOTO e3epo BopyKalla oT Bbpxa Ha KOCMMYECKaTa NAaHMHA B MpaHCcKaTa muTonorma —
e[IMH K/TaCMYEeCKM BapmaHT Ha MUTOI0TMATA HA MHAOEBPONeNnLUTE.

Mo-pasnnyHa, cnopes MeH, e CUTYaLuMsaTa C MOHYMEHTa/IHUA CKaZIHO-U3CeYeH KoTen oT
MeranmTHoTo ceetuamue ,Kosnm KambK” B 3anagHute Pogonu (dur. 7). U TyK KoTensbT e
pasno/ioXeH B Hal-BMCOKaTa 4acCT Ha CBETUAMLWLETO, B HebGeCcHOTO MNPOCTPaHCTBO. Tasu
no3numMa ce NoAAbP!Ka U OT HAKOJIKOTO ,,3BE34HU KapTU“, pa3nonoXKeHn Kpan Hero, Bbpxy
CakpanmampaHaTta ckana [12]. KotenbT uma ¢opma Ha ronsam NoayKpbr, KOMTO OT toro3anag, e
61n 3aTBaApPAH OT Nb3rawa ce Nno ABa M3CevYeHU B CKanaTta ynea nperpaga. lMocnegHuaT pakr
Me Kapa Aa MUCAA, Ye U3Non3BaHaTa B pUTyasna TyK TEYHOCT e 6113 OTHOCUTE/IHO HeTPanHa U
e TpsabBano nepmoamyHo Aa 6bae M3TOYBaHa BbPXY HOXKHUA CKAaT Ha OTBECHAaTa CKana npes
ynewn, KonTo ce HabnaaBa B CbCceacTBO.

NUmaiKkn npeasma M cemaHTMKaTa Ha TonoHMma ,, Ko3m KambK”, Hanmb/IHO Bb3MOXHO €
TEYHOCTTa Aa e 6una mnako. HebecHo mnAKo, KoeTo MaBano OT obnauute, MUCNEHMU 3a
HebecHM KpaBu B MHAOEBpONeiickaTa mutonorna. ObpeaHOTO NoTansHe B MASKOTO OT KoTena
HM OTBEXOA M KbM eauH opduyeckn TeKkct ot IV B. Np. Xp., NpeacTaBAL, MUCTEPUAITHOTO
obpeaHo npeobpasaBaHe Ha 6or [AWoOHMC, Ype3 noTansHe B MASKO: ,BMK, TM CKoun B
M/IAKOTO/OBEH TU NagHa B MaakoTo...” [13, p. 180, p.321].

XapaKTep Ha CakpasiHM CKa/IHO M3CEYEHU KOTAN MMAT U MHOTOOPOMHMTE WapanaHu —
CbOPbKEHMSA 32 NPOU3BEKAAHE HA CAKPAZIHO BUHO, 3aMEHW0 KaTo CBELLLEHA HanNuTKa ,,coma“,
KoraTo uHaoeBponenunTe ce pascenBaT B lOKHUTE npeaeny Ha EBpasua. Tesn cakpanHu
CbOPBKEHMA OT MEraNUTHUTE CBETUAMLLA MMAT KpPbraa Uau npaBobrbaHa popma (Pur. 8).
CneuManHo BHMMaHWe cneaga Aa ce o6bpHe Ha Te3n ¢ Kpbria ¢opma, KOMTO HABAPHO Ca
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CBbP3aHM CbC CIbHYEBMA KYAT M CbC CAbHYEBATA XMNOCTa3a Ha TPaKMMCKMA AMOHUC — [JUOHUC-
Cabazu.

3abenexunteneH e M KotenbT ¢ GOpMa Ha OFPOMHA KOHCKA CTbMKA OT CKAJIHOTO
cgetuamwe Memuiua, Kpali c. Kapasenoso, Kapnoscko (dur. 9). Bbnpeku ye 3apagm
dopmaTa cu cnepBa Aa ce Tb/KYBa KaTo ,,cnena” oT orpoMHMA KOH Ha Xepoca, roNemuaT my
ob6em HaBsAPHO e CNYXKeN U KaTo KOoTen 3a AbXKAO0BHA BOAa, U3NpalaHa oT bora Ha bypaTa.

Bux xenan ga obbpHa BHMMAHME WM HA MMMO3AHTHWUA CKANHO-U3CEYEH KoTen OoT
pe3ngeHumMATa Ha uap MapoH, B Erelicka Tpakusa (®ur. 10). Tolr npeactaBnsiBa CNOXKHO-
CbCTaBHa WapanaHa, Hali-BepoATHO 3a NpaBeHe Ha 0bpeaHO BMHO, B CaKpan3npaHaTa CKana.
MosKe 61, CbLLOTO TOBA apOMaTHO, HOXKeCcTBEHO, HECMeCeHO BMHO, 12 amdopu OT KOeTo To3un
TPaKUICKM Lap nogapun Ha Oamceit, KOraTo ToM NonagHan Ha Tpakuickua bpars.

3AKNIOYEHUE

B 3akntoueHune, 61Mx Morba Aa 0606LA, Ye CKaNHO-U3CEYEHUTE KOTIU OT MEraiuTHUTE
ceBeTMaMWwa B [lpeBHa Tpakua moraT Aa ce nogpasfenaT Ha ABa TMMa: eaHuTe, cbbupawm
CBellleHa BoAa W CAYXKelM 3a Marnyecko npeobpasaBaHe ypes3 obpegHa 6aHs - yacT oT
puTyana no o6e3cMbpTABAHETO, M LWapanaHu - CAYXKELM 33 NPOM3BOACTBO Ha CaKpaiHaTa
HanuTKa Ha JJMOHMC - CBELLEeHO BUHO, HaBAPHO NOA3BaHO B pUTyana.

OBPA3M

¢

durypa 1. CKaneH KoTen ot MeraauTHOTO ceetTunuue ,Mpaguuiero”, 3anagHu Pogonu.
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®durypa 2. CKanHo-u3ceyeH KoTen oT MerasiMTHoTo ceetunuwe ,bennHraw”, LeHtpanuu Pogonu.



https://www.math.bas.bg/vt/kin/

Cultural and Historical Heritage: Preservation, Presentation, Digitalization 67
KIN Journal, volume 12, Issue 1, 2026, https://www.math.bas.bg/vt/kin/

S e e B W DT e LA
®durypa 4. CKanHo-u3ceyeH KoTen oT MerajsiMTHOTo ceetunuwe ,,Anm AnaH”, 3anagHu Pogonu.
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durypa 5. CKaslHO-U3ceueH KoTen OT MerasiMTHoTo ceetunuue ,Kotaute” Kpai rp. Aidtoc, U3TouHa
Crapa nnaHuHa.


https://www.math.bas.bg/vt/kin/

68 Cultural and Historical Heritage: Preservation, Presentation, Digitalization
KIN Journal, volume 12, Issue 1, 2026, https://www.math.bas.bg/vt/kin/

NAaHUHA.

durypa 7. CKanHo-U3ceyeH Koten ot meranmtHoTto ceetuauue Kosm Kambk”, 3anagHu Pogonu.
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®durypa 8. CKanHo-usceyeHa wapanaHa. MeranutHo cseTunumie Kpau c. Kosun, U3touHu Pogonu.

R i

ke

NS

durypa 9. CKanHo-usceueH Koten ¢ ¢opma Ha KOHCKA CTbnKa. MeraautHo ceetuamiuie Memuiiua,

CpeaHa ropa.
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durypa 10. CKano uU3ce4yeHa wapanaHa or rpa,ﬁ;bT Ha uap MapoH, EreﬁVCKa Tmel.
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TiTLE, ABSTRACT AND KEYWORDS IN BULGARIAN

CKA/THO-U3CEYEHUTE KOT/IU U MATUYECKUTE PUTYAJTU NO
OBE3CMbPTABAHETO B IPEBHA TPAKUA

Pestome: Cmamuama pasenexcoa 0ee 2epynu CKAAHU KA3aHU Om Me2aaumHu
ceemunuwa 8 ApesHa Tpakusa. EOHama e buna npedHa3Ha4YeHa 3a cbbupaHe HA c8euwjeHd
HebecHa 800a. Ts e buna u3npawaHa om boea Ha b6ypama u e 6una U3M07A380HA 30
pumyaaHomo npeobpasasaHe HA CMbpmeH 8 b6e3CMbpmeH MUMO02UYeH MepPCOHAM.
MpeobpaszseaHemo ce e U38bPWEBAsIO Ype3 PUMYasaHo KblldHe. Bmopama epyna cKanHu KasaHu
ca wapanaHume — me ca 6uauU U3Mos368aHU 30 U3BAUYAHE HA CBEU4EHO BUHO, OCbULECMBABAHO
4pe3 KOHMAKM Ha boxcecmeeHama HAMNUMKQA CbC CAKPAAUIUPAHUME CKAAU 8 Me2aaumHume
ceemuauwa.

Knwvoeu dymu: CkanHu KasdaHu; Tpakulicka penueus; MezanumHu ceemunuwa;
CakpanusupaHa soda; CeeuweHo 8UHO.


https://www.math.bas.bg/vt/kin/
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