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Introduction

The small displacement plate bending is described by the
biharmonic equation. The related fourth order boundary
value problem reads as follows:
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Introduction

The computational domain Ω is a polygonal domain in R
2,

(n, τ) are the external unit normal and unit tangential
vectors to ∂Ω, and ν ∈ (0, 1

2) is the Poisson ratio. The
boundary ∂Ω = Γα ∪ Γβ ∪ Γγ is split into three parts where
the boundary conditions correspond to clamped, joint and
free edges.
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Discretization

The weak formulation of the boundary value problem is: find

w ∈ V =

{

v ∈ H2(Ω) : v|Γα
=

∂v
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}

,

such that

a(w, v) =

∫

Ω
fvdx, ∀v ∈ V

where
a(w, v) =

∫

Ω
[wxxvxx + wyyvyy + ν(wxxvyy + wyyvxx) + 2(1 − ν)wxyvxy] dΩ.

The variational formulation is next discretized, i.e., the
continuous space V is replaced by a finite dimensional
subspace.
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Finite strip method

Let us consider the model problem in Ω = (0, l1) × (0, l2)
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The FSM is associated with the semi-discrete space
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Finite strip method

The classical FSM is now obtained if H2(0, l2) is substituted
by the standard finite element space Vh(0, l2) of Hermitian
cubic splines. This leads to the discrete space
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Finite strip method
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Systems of linear algebraic equations

The standard computational procedure leads to the linear
systems of equations

Akwk = fk,

where Ak stands for the matrix that corresponds on the

basis function {sin
kπx

l1
}. In the considered setting, the

matrices Ak are seven-diagonal. Hence, applying the
generalized Thomas algorithm we obtain a total
computational cost

ℵ = O

(

n
l2

h

)

.
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Parallel algorithm

The global matrix of the linear algebraic problem is a
block-diagonal matrix. This allows for a scalable parallel
implementation of the algorithm. The communications of
the parallel algorithm are restricted to the final step of the
algorithm where the approximate solution is computed as a
sum of the terms in the related sine expansion.
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Future work

The proposed here direct solver for biharmonic equation
will be used as a preconditioner for solution of fourth order
boundary value problem with variable coefficients of elliptic
type. The rate of convergence of such iterative method will
depend only on the ratio between maximal and minimal
values of the coefficients. This solver will remain highly
efficient and with the same parallel features.
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